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Tight jeans and fitted - Are Jamaican men embracing their feminine side?

THE year 2010 brought some interesting trends in male fashion, and after much prompting from a female friend,
I&rsquo;ve decided to add my two cents to the discussion.

Now in the past few years, fashion in Jamaica has undergone many transformations, some of which I find to be ridiculous
and disturbing. First there was the baggy pants, this is where some men chose to wear their pants a long distance away
from their waists &mdash; to almost touching their knees or falling off completely. As such, they ended up walking in a
very &lsquo;wide&rsquo; manner in order to keep their pants from falling off. It seems the &lsquo;baggy pants&rsquo;
have paved the way for the tight pants or the &lsquo;fitted&rsquo;... (Photo: Observer File)

My first reaction was, WHY? I have had the misfortune of once putting my pants on to go to the shop and forgetting to
put a belt in it. Now let me tell you, that was one of my most uncomfortable trips to the shop. I had to be walking with my
feet in wide manner, and I had to be pulling my pants up every five steps. This experience has led me to conclude that
something must be wrong with a man who puts himself through that much trouble for the sake of &lsquo;fashion&rsquo;.
Having gone through that phase, Jamaican men have now moved on to another so-called fashionable way of wearing
their pants, which has led me to question if they are embracing their &lsquo;feminine&rsquo; side. It seems the
&lsquo;baggy pants&rsquo; have paved the way for the tight pants or the &lsquo;fitted&rsquo; as Kartel says. However,
the last time I checked it was the women who were supposed to be wearing tight pants or &lsquo;pencil foot&rsquo;
jeans. Some men have even taken it further and have been taking their pants to the tailor to be &lsquo;taken in&rsquo; in
order to make them tighter, and based on reports from some stores, some men have been buying women&rsquo;s jeans
in order to get the tight pants look. Now this is taking it a bit too far now! Why would a man want to be wearing female
jeans? Are the Jamaican men now trying to be more of a woman than the women&hellip; are they embracing their
feminine sides? It would seem to me that more and more Jamaican men are moving in on the females&rsquo; territory
under the guise of fashion and this is not acceptable! This is also evident in the fact that the Tshirts being worn have also
gotten much tighter and now resemble the &lsquo;body blouses&rsquo; that women usually wear. Also, the introduction
of the man purse was another fashion statement which came to prominence. A man purse was usually seen being worn
by metrosexual males in the US and other developed countries. This trend quickly caught on in Jamaica and was
embraced by many Jamaican men. I think as individuals we can&rsquo;t let so-called fashion dictate what we see as
acceptable, good sense should prevail in this aspect of our lives. While some fashion trends are acceptable, others are
not as they border on the disturbing. But it seems to me that some men will take the opportunity to not only follow the
fashion trends, but use it as a means to express their hidden femininity. On the other hand, another interesting new
trend among Jamaican males is the act of bleaching. This trend started out as a predominantly female trend but has now
been taken over by the males. For me this is just an example of men being too caught up with their looks. Mark you,
there is nothing wrong with a man taking care of himself and wanting to look dapper or dressing good, however, when it
goes to the extreme of wearing female&rsquo;s jeans and wearing tight shirts, one has to stop and question what is
really happening with the males in Jamaica. - Jamaica Gleaner
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